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There has been discussion for some time on theﬂ L os-
sibility of celebrating the seventieth anmversal:y ol the
Little Forks congregation. At ‘the annual meeting, Nov.

12, 1947, it was decided to observe the anniversary in the
summer of 1948. Olaf Ring

erud was electel chairman of
the History committee. Others on the committee have
been Mrs. Emma Gunderson, Anton Jemtrud, Peter Boe
and the Pastor,
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hoth languages WwWe will not be separated from this rich

historical treasure.

It is hoped that this study and the interest evidenced

by all in this anniversary would lead.us also to think of
the proposed Diamond Jubilee. It is not too early to

begin now to make plans for this event.
As we today remember the founders of the congreza-

tion and read the record of its early beginnings, let }ls
thank God for all their efforts in establishing and main-
taining the Church of Jesus Christ that it might be here
for us. Also let us pray that God might find us faithful
that the Word of the Lord might be proclaimed to our
generation.

If the Lord shall yet withhold the great harvest many
things lie before us. Our first concern is for the souls
of our people and their worship of the one, trus God. We
recognize the great challenge of the Church in the open
country, which in such a large measure provides for the
growth of both city and country congregations. Many
of our young people will leave us to make their contribu-
tion elsewhere. We send them on with God’s blessing,
but first, through the power of the Word of God, we
would plant their feet firmly upon tha rock, which is
Jesu.s: Christ. There are plans, too, for extensive repair
and improvement of our church plant in the next three
or four years.
tim;reh(:: Swlzt;:(g (;fsbtt:lildipg the Kingdom ot: God is to con-
Sneedied t}('i time of grace remams.. We do not
Blicts 1540 Took ¢ past today. An anniversary also

ook forward. May wo continu~ to hear the

Word that was re ‘
“Ari Ad when this congregation came in:
being, Arise, shine; for thy light is co n?e e e inw

’QW 561‘44&14
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Tpough the Yeart - - -

D, as organized December 28,
RORS. S . held at the Fingal KKngor

- eting was : 3L
s m(Ex-ick Nyhus, Torgrim Olson Fecher,

The Little [orks

his
:,f;:c \'sl"ith patsor Hag[;):‘,hus gevat Swenson, Kolbjorn Olson
Johan Olson, Ellef P. ydsc;n Bernt Johenson, Gunder H.
Licdvalen, Amund A“’ES Fingal Enger present.
B Hdtgr(; N:)l;gzeca; with the reading of the first three

.Theolgli‘;e' sgixtieth chap.ter o_f Isaiah, ' Ry
S i hine: for thy light is come, and the glory i1

Anrlse,. shine; = i aror beho!d, the darkness shall cover

S hﬂse:du;)oss darkness the peop.e: but the Lord shall rise

the ear;‘. aand His glory shall be seen upon thee. And the

E:::'t‘ilcts e;;all come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of

t}.:\yt'trc:?nl{;c.-aring God’s Word, Pastor Hagboe led in prayecr.

At this first meeting a constitution of ten paragraphs was
drawn up and adopted. The constitution provided thzt there
should be three trustces,
two deacons, a secrctary, a
treasurer and an advisor.
The following were el>ct-d:
as president, Pastor Hag-
boe; secretary, Helge Nil-
son; treasurer, Ellef P. Ny-
hus; as trustecs, Scvat
Swenson for one year, Gun-
der Hanson Stavens for
two years and Fingal Eng-
er for three years; as dea-
cons, Kjolborn Olson Live-
dalen and Torgrim Olson
Fecher; and as advisor,
Ellef P. Nyhus. The name
gi E;_’;'emng?‘:gation was to

Aadal’ en Norwegian
E’Vangf:hcal Lutheran Con.
Bomote Peer Cow.
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l“,\'un::v'\ivzll

mecting and (-h;m;:wl t

Forks Nm'wv;:um

Dakota Tervitory.
donatoed

|vlui.

Jd @ :.I\v'('l;ll
to Th? Little
o1 Ol NALLHE Traill
1851, Andoers
in IBngar rownship
i ;:‘.‘l;‘,‘.:-‘t.-|~\' wils formally «lwli«'nlwl
‘-,-‘.llmn \\'-.'L'% the first carctaker.
decided at the annual me
) ol ¢h building al .thi:s' Sllh‘.
t(- 50 feet by 32 feet -nd 20 feet hl,‘..',h.
‘ . Building Committec:
Seval Swenson, Andrew
and Elias Kekken. Danicl Bjerke
as carpenters and building wWas begun
1y fall work it was not
{he annual meooelt

Coun’ty,
Andoerso.d

for o
January

1eshen
o comoetery

21, 1R83. A.
I\'n\'«-lnlwr 13, 1993,
The pbuilding
The following
Fingal lKnger,
Stavens,

woling ‘

was Lo
woere
Ole
Ole

and

[f was
cet the chut

Haakensor Paul Bo2,
(sronbeck, prick Nyhus

re secured
. of hard times and cal

Pete

in 1881, pbut becauss

‘-nmph'h‘(l until the Spring of 1880. Hlowever,

ing was held in the new Church building November 12, 1881.
was Ellef P. Nyhus, assisted by Sevat Swen:

“Rirke ganger.”

and bell. M.
Olal Haak-
por

The first janitor
son. Nils Rodningen Was

n 1891 the Ladies Ald «
Haukom was ‘the first organist.
enson replaced him. The salary of

an carly
jonated an organ
After a short time
the organist was 5l

93 188). Th>2 follow-

service.
The first Confirmation was held May 25,
ing were confirmed: Nils Anderson Heslien, Helge Amundson,
Anders

(:lol()lson llln;u.:vn.\'m\. Carl Olson, Nils Olaus Olson,
/ ¢ (‘l‘.'(‘l ' 1 « - o do oy aerni
Ay ; \\ h.s‘lun. Halvor Christofferson, Ragnild Amundson,
Sigric .:lld\‘l:ﬂ)n and Ingeborg Nilsen. The first baptism re-
corded is that .nl Johanna, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Boce
:_\.hn was baptized May 26, 1878 by Pastor B. L. Hagboc 'l‘h«.
irs ;.‘-”" T, 2 g Ve 3 ’. . . 4 « e )
rst marricge recorded is that of Erik Pederson Nyhus and
Anna Olson. They were
married July 28, 1878. The
first death was that of
Ingeborg Helgeson Nelson
who died July 23, 1881, and
was buried July 25, 1881
_ 0.110 of the early visiting
missionary pastors in tl\‘(\
| community was the Roev
: crend Peter i S
BIRET Ty cter Nykreim, w
- T ' , who
e TN RIED COUPLE was ordained in 1875. How
’ 4 abhooe ey es b ever 2 . .
tzo". T ‘b 0¢ was tl],‘ l.il it & ver, t}l( 1{(‘\'(‘1‘\1]1 .
. here were f SUPaswor of Li SRS D:
1878, whi e fourteen servi ¢ Little Forks cong
; \\hll,'h Wi on services B nS COoNnYreg:
Iy been sot g 4S two more than th S the first year th'lt\' 3
st as a mini s o number whi. 2, 40 S w1
m 3 R Vv N .
um. It is to be rem vhich had previous
¢ remembered th: =
1 that Pascor
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h further
3 secking to establis
‘ss.onal'yw go to Brookings, S. Dal:.

1y 14, 18£0. H> accepted

m:;‘: f&;' when Pastor B. Tollef.
tion his pastorate that the present
d b It was d“mg-me first church was destroyed
He s erected. the new building was built the

e Little Forks congre-

‘ for 18 years, leaving in the
% N. Dak., to do missionary

 engage lnmi-‘;ia. J. Eikeland came directly from
‘ Pa sto ' St. Pa ul, Minn., to become the
e River congregations. Pastor

entire ministry in these congregations, also
hls which was added in 1920. In thece

) ID 1940 we have half of the history of the

T a8 is there was a meeting at the Littlc
L m 24, 1899, concerning the parsonage. A
elednd to work with the committ>e from the
:. Mm The parsonage was built somet'me
T m parsonage in Hatton was purchased in

mprovements were made on the church building
X 1914tl|eehapel was extended at a cost
| the church was redecorated and improve-
itchen. Again in 1947 substantial im-
- or  the chapel.
hl?abutcontnued to serve until
had g‘on° on to her reward
¢ died December 1936, after 32
beside ha' husband in the Lord’s
. lle in the Little Forks
e ministry, a pastcr at
5 at Arthur, N. Dak.
I!ldred. at Hastings,
mnearolis, is employed
: A. J. Eikeland now
-m !h-ks, N. Dak.
!call was extended
sas.  Pastor Grundahl
, czme to be with
°ll the installing



marricd to

v conc 1 din
Lord’s
dahl

and

(‘.rundahl was
~nd nursing a
arnestly in the
hea Pastor Grun
Bible School
His f:ll'l"\‘.'("t\

On Junc g, 1943, pPastor
» Naas, instructor” in music
College€: Moorhead, Minn. Th2¥ lJabored €
work in our midst until the fall of 1946 W
Wwas called to be an instructor at the Camrosec
p:n'ish at Camrose, Alberta, Canada.
ached on New vear's bay, 1917.
Alford L. Setness, Buffalo, S. Dak., Wwas then
the pastor of Little Forks, Goose River and
gations. Fe accerted carly in Jan-
about May 1. Pastor and Mrs.
April 30 and Mr. Setness Was in-
David Stoeve May 4, 1947.
first anniversary celcbratcd
| for God’'s guidance® dur-
th and direction through

()“.i(.‘(‘!'.
Miss Alicc

paswor

called 1O become
\’Vashington Prairic cONgre
and pl'nmisv:i to come

uary
d family arrived

getness an
stalled by District President
Today, August

by the congre

ing 70 years an
that may

8, we observe the
gation. We are thankfu
d pray for God’s st eng
all the years liec ahead.

The Present Pastor
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PETER NYKREM
Early Missionary

M. J. WAAGE i B. TOLLEFSON

1880 - 1887 | 1887 - 1905

' )
_ : 4 ] .
BERNHARD L. HAGBOSE K. C. GRUNDAHL
1877 .

1880 1940 - 1946




Mrs. Ole
Hel 2 Nc’son.
CHT#M'S' hus. gaﬂd Mrs. Paul Boe

Marie Ny

Haakeson. Mrs

-ch activitics of the Ladics
o womords of the church activitics o
The carly n",;(;,z::.;on have been destroyed. We can depend
Aid of th"] s-zpirts of our Pioneer Mothers, who took an active
onr:hicnotr:e work, and welfare of the church at home, and on
m »

PE ield. . .
the mission fie tions a Ladies Aid being or-

Hol congregation men
s gith Rev. Hagboe, pastor, and that later a

: in 1877 w
ganized 1 rticles made by the ladies was held at the

sale of different a 5 ; .
Fingal Enger home, we know that the ladies of this community

had contributed their share of the work.

In 1884 there was a formal organization of the Little Forks
Ladies Aid a¢ the home of Ellef P. Nyhus, with the following
clected as officers: Mrs. Paul Boe, president; Mrs. Ole Haaken-
son, sceretary; Mrs. Rev. Waage, treasurer,

The Ladies Ald held monthly meetings and often an all day
session, when the President would cut out men’s shirts and
other garments to be sewed there, or to be taken home and
finished.

At first dinners or lunches were served free by the hostess
to everybody present. The middzy meal consisting of mecat
znmda dpotatoesf lefse, flatbrod, spee kjod, os*, rommegrod,
% richalnad butter. Als) sandwiches, Lakkels and several Kinds

i lsgg'f;rt cakes were served for lunch.

1 glass in thoorc‘zn‘g\rt ':)Or Tl:}: tggs. Lo Kjolborn spasten put
contribute tr Rt 'A' le and said “From now on we

Once a year the fin; he o aaal

Ished articles were sold. Pzrt of the

.
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rs.
K.

. — Eric Nyhus, M
LEFT TO RIGCGHT Mrs.
ABOV Mrs. F. F. Enger, and Mrs.

Livedalen,

Gunder Stavens,

was used to pay for the materials used, the rest was

hurch missions and charities.. '
e s the church bell which still hangs

orship in the Littie Forks Church

money

sed for th '
: The first item bought wa

in the belfry. It calls us to W

1l religious occasions. . \
% gn Julg 27, 1900, when a cyclone completely destroyed the

first church the bell was later found undamaged in the C.’,’l-n(‘—
tery, and when the presont church was erectel the following

year the bell was again put ‘to use. :
Our church bell stands as a monument commemorating the

work of our Pioneer Mothers. - &
In the secretary’s report for the congregation for May 27,

1883, we find the congrcgation borrowed money frem the
Ladies Aid to defray expenses of the churczh builcing.

Down through the yecrs the Ladies Aid has done its share
in building up the church as it stands today. LIesides it has
contributed liberally to Missions and Charities.

In the fall of 1942 the Ladies Aid joined the Women’s Mis-
sionary Federation.

As charter members of the Little Foris Ladies Aid, these
can be named; but there may have bteen many morc: Mrs.
Rev. Waage; Mrs. Ellef P. Nyhus; Mrs. Per Nyhus: Mrs. e’
Ei)\’r';:zsxhl?;s;;;:gil I(;Jnger;s Mrs. Sevat Swenson: Mrs. Kolbjoin
Trena Am’undsc;n'r;vl rew Stavens; Mrs. Gunder Stavens; Mrs.

+ Mrs. Ole Haakenson; an1 Mrs. Paul Boe.,

BELOW-—An early Ladies Aid Meeting.
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CHRIST YTREHUS

First Superintendent

NTENDENTS OF THE PAST 70 YEARS

Ysc 18048 o SS:
SUNDA Nov. ] : ] 384 ! >
’ 5 . - . = -~ O = \‘S\;
st YireS 1887 - 1888 - IS
- > » -y ~ 2 =
pe Rasen 290 - 189
v g from g - N3 1901 - 02
R 1897 - 1898 - 81 A B R
g i o) - SO . -
sack P Nyhus 1904 1605 - 1906 - 1G( = S
30 o0= - JUD y e B
1909 - 1910 - 1O ) = TS 71K
s
1900
¢ G Enge 1603
v N
Teer P fos o
1912 =F1915
- ~<N Rt o
\Q'T.'\.'T‘-.« N 2R - o % 3 OIR. ]9]9 : “,‘-\
trud 1914 - 191 1710
{ U
e 1921 - 1922 - 1923

1927 -

: 2 25 - :
Helga Gielleriet . . . - 1924 1925 - 1932 - 1933

1929 - 1930 -
1934 - 1935 -
1937

Pau'ine Ringerud 931
Marion Ringerud - a=1938

O OO

W w N

C\ - O\
|

Mrs. Roy Lee B 1939194051941 - 1942 = 1943
1944
Ms. Oliver Gulson . . . 1945 - 1946 - 1947

Mrs. Harry Enger . . . 1948

ﬁEOW—Sunda> School Children of 1947
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Ouwr S {,1,;4da'¢ School

(CONTINUED)

Early Parochial Teacher
: and Second Supt.

-
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS—LEFT TO RIGHT, BACK ROW:
rs. Harry Fnger, ﬁunorintr‘nflﬁnt; Mrs. Roy Lee, Mrs. Oliver Gul-

son, Mrs. Peter Bakken, Mrs. Percy Boe. FRONT ROW: Delores
Olson, Mrs, Gilman Wastvedt, Mrs. Ro

Irvin Vigen, and Mrs. Fritz Enger,
Harry Enger,

y Lee, Dorothy Enger, Mrs.

below, left. Below, right, Mrs.
Present superintendent.




LEFT TO RIGHT—Donna Enger, Elroy Nyhus, Violet Olson, O!af
Ringerud, Jr., and Twi'a Gulson

Luther League work was begun in 1902 or 1903. Pede. Boe
was the first president. Miss Thea Gronbeck was the first
secretary. Other first officers are not known as the first
records have been lost.

The Luther League presents special programs at the church
about once a month and occasionally has other gatherings, such
as summer picnics, an annual sale and social gather'nzs with
other leagues of the parish The Ch:istmas party was a jont
gathering at the parsonage December 30, 1947. '
m'il(‘::“;lll*::“:iel‘ I.Jf!ugue has sent represent tives to the Inter-
Pellar Boa nJ. DI‘St.l'lct Luther League conventions regularly.
er, Twlla 'Gull.: Il\{mg and Jean Eng, Monica Enger, Ardis Eng:-
tional Convc:t(?n P O‘?f Ringerud, Jr., attended the Interna-
Pedoer e lzzpifsehgélxzaul(ee, Wiscons:n, in.Jur‘xe of 1947.
2t Bismarck Am_“ 5 300 the League at the District meeting
3 Contributions are 'mad: x;(:ilci\:lai 1. atmc: P
to"'*t"'\‘gclical Lutheran Church. Pt,e:(:ntloy :Cg?;;u}t‘t: wlc; 38 of our

¢ Red Willow Chapel Fund. °s been given

C pres .o
GU'Son,p\;i:@om officers are Olaf Ringerud, J:-., president: Tw'la

treasurer president; Donna Enger, secrelary: ‘

) 1 . 5 T Y, Elr

and Violet O'son, Pocket Testament Lea quOSJe cl;u;hus.
elary,
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Little AarkA Lutheran Clurich

QOlson Livedalen

Kolbjorn

Sevat  Swenscn Helge Fingal Enger

Tangrim Olson Fecher

Ellif D, Nyhus



