More than a century of service

Crews start to take down iconic Hickson Lutheran
Church in Cass County
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On Monday demolition crews can be seen taking down Hickson Lutheran
Church in rural Cass County.
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Hartley Ellingson, longtime member of Hickson Lutheran Church, recalls
family milestones and memories as the historic church is demolished in
Cass County.
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Hickson Lutheran Church in rural Cass County.
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CASS COUNTY, N.D. — An iconic church building in rural Cass County is
being demolished after more than a century of service.

Hickson Lutheran Church, a recognizable sight in the southeast corner of the
county, began to come down Monday, Jan. 19, as demolition crews rolled in
and memories came flooding back.

“My mother was 97 when she passed away, and she was baptized and
confirmed, married and buried in the church,” said Hartley Ellingson, a
former churchgoer.

Ellingson knows the history of Hickson Lutheran better than most.

The church was founded in 1872, and the current building was constructed in
1892.

“My dad would volunteer to go over there on Saturdays and build a fire and
bank it so that it kept warm all night. Probably can bring it up to 45 degrees
inside the church. So it was pretty cold,” Ellingson said.

He was present in 1940 when the church building was moved three miles
north to Hickson, merging two congregations after a church north of town
burned to the ground.

“We come across the Wild Rice River on State Highway 46, there was the
church going kiddie corner across,” Ellingson said.

Ellingson also attended the final Sunday service last May, held as attendance
dwindled. Rather than maintaining the building as a landmark, church
members voted to take it down.

“It would be a very undignified end to the church that it became just a spot,
and the windows are being smashed and, you know, the door is broken and
whatnot,” he said.

The first step for construction crews was figuring out how to remove the
1,100-pound bell from the steeple. Church members want to keep the bell
but have yet to decide what to do with it.

Readers can reach Cullen Holt at cholt@wday.com.



